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“IF WE see the light at the end of the
tunnel, it's the light of an incomi
train,” wrote the t poet Robert Low-
ell before his death in 1977.

ONCE UPON a time, Bob Woodward
had a book coming out, set for
in the Washington Post and in News-
week, and ready to make post-Watergate
history. (This was “The Final Days,” co-
written with Carl Bernstein.) | was lucky
enough to scoop the contents of that book
and made woridwide headlines in ad-
vance. This made both the Post and
Newsweek very unhappy.

But everybody can relax this time. 1
haven't been able to find out much be-
yond the bare bones about Woodward's

.blockbuster which concerns Bill

Casey
and the CIA. In fact, Simon & Schuster
won’t even confirm that the title is “Vell.”

The book will be a cover in News-
mm:ﬁ'ﬁr"%vm
W
time. The pu er prin ¢ manu-

script under close surveillance and on
machines not used by other companies. It
{s doubtful if more than five people know
what's coming. The Book-of-the-Month
Club has it S&S made a 500,000 first
press run. Agent Irving Lazar says: “I've
never in my life received as much interest

LiZ

or as many calls as for this book, both for
TV and the movies!” (Oh golly — who will
play Bill Casey? Ed Begley is dead; may-
bemgueu gllywood hich al fi
1 H , which always for-
gets, has forgiven Woodward after all for
a truthful but painful book about
the death of John Belushi!
THIS WEEK, CBS will get around to
:emngﬂmmew Hart-
is to depart e Program”
a:y of Jan. 2. I don't kmwor?fmttgne network
will tell anything else about the fate of

Sls, its great disaster. The bomb squad is
ways 80 .

A PART of Wdefuslnng will re-
main in the Land of the Rising Sun after
he ends his 13 sold-out concerts. Ah, so!
A wax likeness of the-“Bad” star,

a red uniform, is to remain on display in
the lobby of the busy Tokyo Tower. The
ﬂgureud was made by the Madame Tous-
sa

A HAPPY SIGHT last Wednesday
night in Patsy’s on New York's west side

she ended up sitting in his lap.

on, but there's a leak that the
ern sensibility-type writers who are
on Dolly's wa have been quietly
canned for the most part and the produc-
ers are bringing in wise-guy Eastern-type
writers of TV schtick. may not even’
be aware of this, but is this what she
wants? Is it what her middle- and all-'
American audience wants? :
MY MOTHER was to be 95 on Nov. 30.
My brothers, James and Bobby, and 1
were planning a big bash in Austin, Tex-
as. But the heroine of the only book I ever
managed to put together, “The Mother
Book,” died of a massive stroke Friday.
She'd just had her hair done and was in'
her own home in her pet spot on her:
favorite sofa with a deck of cards, ready
for a game of solitaire, anticipa
“As The World Turns” on TV. 1ing seetng
She always had a horror of being in an
accident with torn underwear, or dying in
pain, or being a burden, or worse — with
her hair in a mess. So, as in life, I sup-
pose in death we couldn’t have been
luckier. We certainly had the perfect
mother. Sarah Elizabeth McCall Smith
is being laid to rest next to the only man
she ever loved, Sloan Smith, in Gonzales,
Texas. Cleveland Amory once told the 4
S's, the attributes of a lady. “Simplicity,
sympathy, sincerity and serenity.” My
mother completely. I wrote her almost ev-
ery day of my adult life, so this is my last
note to her. '
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